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Abstract

For about 800 years Venice, which remained a city-state throughout its even longer long
history, ruled over a widely scattered agglomeration of territories, first in regions outside Italy
and later also in the Italian mainland. Was there a basic difference between these two main
components of lands ruled by the city-Republic? If so, what were the principal characteristics
of the overseas territories? Can we understand the relationship between the ruling city and
its overseas territories by merely using the terminology used in Venetian sources? To what
extent can our own contemporary terminology provide categories of analysis of this complex
and long-lasting relationship?

Based on a comprehensive research of Venice’s rule of its “maritime state” during the
early modern period (15™ to 18™ centuries), this lecture, which focuses on the territories of
Hellenic culture, attempts to confront recent debates with regard to the consideration of the
Venetian experience as an early phase of modern colonial experience.
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